
 

 

ARKTESOLôs fall conference will be held on Thursday, October 28, at the Holiday 

Inn Northwest Arkansas in Springdale.  Nationally-known reading specialist Cris 

Tovani will be the plenary speaker, in keeping with the conference theme ñReadingð

The Global Language.ò  A full slate of sessions will be offered in the afternoon. 

The deadline to submit proposals for conference presentations is September 17, and 

notification of acceptance of will be made by September 24.  A proposal form can be 

found on page 8 of this newsletter.  The registration deadline for the conference is 

October 1, with registration fees set at $70 for members and $95 for non-members.  

Participants who are not current members may join ARKTESOL or renew their 

memberships along with registration.  A registration form can be found on pages 6-7 of 

this newsletter. 

Holiday Inn Northwest Arkansas has set aside a block of 50 rooms at the hotel for 

conference attendees.  Double and ñking leisureò rooms are $89, ñking executiveò 

rooms are $99, and king suites are $109.  Information about the hotel can be found at 

www.hispringdale.com. 

For more information about the conference, contact Leslie Moore, ARKTESOL Vice 

President and Conference Chair, at lerumo@cox.net.  Questions about registration may 

be sent to Judy Hobson, ARKTESOL Treasurer, at jahobson96@gmail.com. 

Mark your  

calendar  

for the 

Fall 2010 

ARKTESOL 

conference, 

Thursday, 

October 28, 

at the 

NW Arkansas 

Holiday Inn 

in Springdale! 

See you there! 
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Cris Tovani to headline fall conference  
Reading teacher, author, and consultant Cris Tovani will be the featured speaker at the 

2010  ARKTESOL Conference on Thursday, October 28, at Holiday Inn Northwest 

Arkansas in Springdale. 

Ms. Tovani is the author of I Read It, but I Don't Get It and Do I Really 

Have to Teach Reading? and the DVD sets Thoughtful Reading and 

Comprehending Content, all produced by Stenhouse Publishers.  Ms. 

Tovani was an elementary school teacher for 10 years before she 

became a high school reading specialist and English teacher.  She has 

also taught at University of Denver and the University of Colorado at 

Denver.   

In an interview with Education World, Ms. Tovani said, ñNow more than ever, teachers 

have access to interesting text. Newspapers, Internet sites, and exciting nonfiction offer 

alternatives to dull and dry textbooks. We can't rely on the textbook to do the teaching 

for us. We must use our expertise to excite and entice students to study our field 

further.ò  Education World says she ñwrites with humor about the challenges of working 

with students at all achievement levels. Cris's classroom is a place where students are 

continually learning new strategies for tackling difficult text.ò 
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Dear ARKTESOL Members, 

I hope you have all had a restful and enjoyable summer! 

I am sitting in my office as I write this letter and canôt help wondering if everyoneôs school 

district is having as many changes as ours!!  Whew!  It sure makes things difficult, but 

exciting, too. 

Speaking of exciting, I hope to see you all at our Annual Fall Conference in Springdale in 

October!  I know Leslie is working hard on this, and I am sure it will be one of the best ever! I know I 

look forward to hearing the presentations and learning even more that will help me help the teachers in 

my district educate our ELL students. 

Please be watching for our call for proposals.  I hope each of you will submit a proposal to present this 

year.  Some of our best presenters are always YOU guys sharing what you have found to work really well 

in your classrooms. 

Best wishes and remember, register to attend the conference!! See you then! 

Peace, 

Anita Laura Munguia  

ARKTESOL president urges conference participation 

By Emily Cripps 

ARKTESOL Northeast Region Rep 

 

How do you get books in the hands of kids during the summer months?  I was pondering this 

question, thinking about my English Language Learners who so desperately want to read, but 

may not have access to English books during those summer months.  Then it occurred to 

meéletôs send them in the mail!  This is how the NetTexts Summer Reading Program was 

born.  Based on the model used by the popular video rental site, NetFlix, students receive a book in the 

mail, along with a postage-paid envelope to return it.     

NetTexts begins in the spring, when first through fourth grade teachers nominate two to three students in 

their classes who they feel would be good candidates for this program.  Then, the students, along with the 

classroom teacher, complete an online survey that includes the studentsô current Developmental Reading 

Assessment (DRA) level and genre interests.  (DRA is a reading assessment for grades K-8 that measures 

reading accuracy, fluency, and comprehension.  It gives us a way to match students up with books that are 

appropriate for their current reading level.)  Students can also request specific books or series that they 

have been reading.  The first week of summer, the NetTexts program facilitator (an elementary librarian) 

begins mailing books out, books targeted to meet the specific needs and interests of students.   

This was our second year of NetTexts, which is paid for with Title I funds.  Our first year, we started with 

50 students, and this year, we expanded to 100 students.  If you would like more information about the 

program, you are welcome to contact me at ecripps@paragound.k12.ar.us or 870-239-0105. 

Emily Cripps is the ESL coordinator for Paragould Public Schools.  

NetTexts:  Creating lifelong readers, one summer at a time  
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ARKTESOL Regional Roundup 
Central Region 
By Philip Less & Jane Ann Bilon 
 

This year marked the 10th anniversary of the Adult Education English as a Second Language (ESL) Summer 

Institute.  Dr. Philip Less, state ESL Coordinator, once again organized the three-day teacher training that was held 

at the Arkansas Adult Learning Resource Center in Little Rock.  More than 50 adult education teachers from across 

the state attended the Institute.  This yearôs presenter was Dr. Keith Folse, Associate Professor of TESOL at the 

University of Central Florida.  Dr. Folse is the author of 43 books and numerous articles on language teaching and 

second language research. He is a frequent conference presenter in the U.S. and abroad. Dr. Folseôs workshops 

focused on teaching speaking activities, grammar, and pronunciation. His 

broad experience teaching English 

and living in several 

countries was clearly 

evident in his lively and interactive 

presentations.  

 

During the  2009-

2010 school year, ESL 

students at Joe T. Robinson Middle School won 

first place at the Clinton Museum's 

WorldFest representing Peru, South   

America.  They then toured the 

Clinton Museum.  Their ESL 

teacher, Dena Yancey was awarded a mini-grant by PCSSD to 

visit the "World of the Pharahos" exhibit 

at the Arkansas Arts Center. Ms. Yancey then did 

workshops with 4th and 5th grade classes at Robinson 

Elementary building pyramids and a replica of the Nile River.  Students at Robinson Middle also won 4 Science 

Fair awards.  Earlier in the year ESL students saw Always, Patsy Cline at the Arkansas Repertory Theatre, a unique 

experience for all of them to experience live theatre. Students this year will see Evita, the story of the South 

American legend at the Rep.   
  

West Region 
By Ronnette Haynes 

The Van Buren School District is taking the staff of three schools through SIOP and multicultural training this year.  

Two schools went through the training last year. 

Cindy Leslie (Butterfield), Christina Behm (Coleman), and LaDonna Brewer (VBHS) will be going to the 

Southeast Regional TESOL conference in Miami this fall. 

Dr. Philip Less is the state ESL coordinator for the Arkansas Department of Workforce Education.  Jane Ann Bilon teaches 

ESL in the Pulaski County Special School District.  Ronnette Haynes teaches third grade at Rena Elementary School in Van 

Buren. 

Send news from your region to your ARKTESOL region rep! 
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Reading circles spark interest for college ESL class 
By Lynn Ramage Schaefer 

ARKTESOL Post Editor 

For many years I tried to incorporate extensive reading into my classes in the Intensive English 

Program for international students at UCA, without much success.  I always chose a book that I 

thought students could relate to, such as Funny in Farsi by Firoozeh Dumas, an Iranian-American 

woman whose family immigrated to the U.S. when she was a child.  This memoir is full of the authorôs 

impressions of American culture and comparisons with her own cultureðperfect jumping-off-places 

for classroom discussions, I thought. 

I was wrong.  Hardly any of my students seemed to enjoy Funny in Farsi, which mystified me, since I found the 

book hilarious.  I kept trying to convince them to give it another chance, pointing out Dumasô misunderstandings 

about American culture and Americansô confusion about her culture, situations in which my students found 

themselves in all the time.  ñItôs not funny,ò they said.  ñWe donôt get it.ò  When I found myself giving quizzes about 

each weekôs reading in order to force the students to read the books, I realized that I was defeating the purpose of 

extensive reading, also known as reading for pleasure. 

I had heard time after time at conference presentations that, in order for pleasure reading to be successful, novels had 

to be easy enough for students to understand without having to use their dictionaries constantly.  I knew that my 

book choices were challenging in terms of grammar and vocabulary, but I had always believed that the subject 

matter would allow my students to transcend those difficulties, somehow.  Finally, I realized that 1) the books were 

just too darn hard and 2) with an average age of about 20, most of my students just didnôt want to read books that 

they considered ñtoo serious.ò   

What kinds of books to pick, then?  I looked at a lot of the abridged classics in my ESL catalogues and was not 

inspired by titles like Frankenstein, Call of the Wild, and Oliver Twist.  If I couldnôt dredge up some interest in a 

novel, how could I expect my students to?  Then I thought about some of the young adult novels that Iôd enjoyed 

reading over the past few years, including the Harry Potter and Twilight series, as well as a few others.  Would those 

work?  I decided to try them in the spring semester. 

Over the rest of the fall semester and winter break, I furiously combed used bookstores for copies of five young adult 

novels:  Harry Potter and the Sorcererôs Stone, Twilight, Julie of the Wolves, Stargirl, and The Outsiders.    I was 

able to collect plenty of copies of Harry Potter and Julie of the Wolves, but not enough of the others.  I convinced 

my supervisor to order six copies of Stargirl from an ESL publisher and figured I could order used copies of the 

other two online at the last minute.  I knew that I would probably have 15 to 18 students in my advanced reading 

class, and I was counting on making three groups of five or six students each.  My colleague Meredith Kemper had 

pointed me to Oxford University Pressô Bookworms resources, where I found a description of ñreading circlesò in 

which students take on specific roles to discuss books in groups (http://www. oup-bookworms.com/reading-

circles.cfm).  Photocopiable materials, including the role sheets mentioned in the next paragraph, can be found there. 

During the first week of class, I gave my students a ñballotò listing five novels with a short description of each one.  

I instructed them to rank the books from 1 to 5 with 1 being the book they were most interested in and 5 being the 

one they were least interested in reading.  I told them that, according to their preferences, they would be divided into 

groups and would meet with their group once a week in class to discuss their novels; each person in the group would 

take on a different role, and the roles would rotate from week to week.  I collected the ballots and tallied the results; 

fortunately I was able to give each student his/her first or second choice, ending up with three groups of six students 

eachðone reading Twilight, one reading Harry Potter, and one reading Julie of the Wolves and Stargirl.  (The length 

of Julie of the Wolves and Stargirl together was comparable to each the longer books.  No one chose The Outsiders, 

strangely enough.)  Having divided the books into 12 sections, I gave each student a book and a reading schedule for 

the next 12 weeks and told them to read the first section by the following Monday.  I also gave out role sheets, which 

would be their homework for Monday, in addition to the reading.  The various roles and duties were as follows: 

Continued on next page 
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Discussion Leaderðprepare questions about the reading, guide discussion, and encourage participation 

Summarizerðbriefly retell what happened, including the most important points 

Word Masterðchoose 5 words that are important in the reading  

Passage Personðread 3 important, interesting, or difficult passages aloud and ask questions about them 

Culture Collectorðfind differences and similarities between the culture in the story and your own  

Connectorðfind connections between the reading and real-life events or situations 

Monday morning came.  I was excited and a little nervous.  I got to the classroom early and arranged the desks in three 

separate circles.  As students entered, I directed them to their circle.  I had asked my colleague Celeste Flowers to sit in 

on the Julie of the Wolves/Stargirl group and our American student worker Katie Butler, a senior journalism major, to 

sit in on the Harry Potter group.  I sat in with the Twilight group.  The students began to ask their questions or present 

the information required by their roles, with a bit of prompting from the American member of the group.  Before I 

knew it, it was five minutes until the end of the period, and none of the groups seemed to want to stop talking.  It felt 

like a great success. 

The weeks went by, and the reading circles forged ahead.  The group reading two books finished Julie of the Wolves 

and started Stargirl.  A student in this group had dropped the class, as had one in the Harry Potter group, so each week 

at least one of the roles in these groups was not carried out.  We found that the Culture Collector and Connector were 

the easiest roles to dispense withðall the others seemed to be absolutely necessary.  Group members would be absent 

from time to time, and the American leaders would fill in for the absentees if possible.  The reading circles finished 

their books the week before class ended, and most of the students seemed very pleased with themselves for reading a 

whole book (or two books, in the case of the Julie and Stargirl group) in English.  I showed the class Amazonôs rating 

system of one to five stars and asked each group to assign a rating to their books.  During the last week of class, the 

groups presented their ratings and explained what they liked and didnôt like about their books.  Harry Potter received 

five stars, with Twilight and Stargirl also getting very high ratings, but Julie of the Wolves was not popular due to the 

studentsô lack of familiarity with Eskimo culture.  Almost all of the students took me up on my offer to give them the 

next book in the series or a book that one of the other groups had read.  Thank goodness my used book store always 

has cheap copies of all the books in the Harry Potter seriesðI gave out a lot of those! 

On a survey of the 16 students who completed the class, all but three said that they liked the reading circle a lot.  ñI 

could understand more by discussion, and to listen to other peopleôs opinions was a really good experience.  I want to 

say thank you because I could read a book in English for the first time.  I want to keep reading,ò said a Japanese 

student.  Even the most difficult student in the class wrote ñItôs a good ideaò on his survey! 

Reading circles will be a part of my advanced reading class again this fall, but Iôll do a few things differently based on 

my experience from last semester.  Iôve eliminated Julie of the Wolves from the ballot, and I will be adding The 

Hunger Games, The Lightning Thief, and Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants to the choices.  Before the students start 

reading their books, Iôm going to assign a short story and walk the whole class through a practice reading circle so that 

they will understand the roles better.  I may also revamp the role sheets a bit so that students have a clearer idea of how 

to fill them out, and I may collapse the roles of Culture Collector and Connector into one, depending on how many 

students I have in each group.  I am still undecided about whether or not to have native English speakers sitting in on 

each group.  Mark Furr, a professor at Yokohama City University who has written extensively about literature circles 

and is featured on Oxford University Pressô Bookworms website, advises teachers to act as facilitators only and not 

members of one of the groups.  I still believe that a native speaker could be a valuable resource for the group, to clear 

up confusion about points in the plot or new words, but maybe that person should be a peer rather than an instructor.  I 

have contacted education professors at UCA to ask if they have American students who might be interested in 

participating.   

I would love to hear from any of you who use reading circles in your classes, have questions about what I did, or have 

suggestions for additional book choices.  Email me at lynnr@uca.edu.  Wish me luck with my reading circles this fall! 

Lynn Ramage Schaefer is Communications Coordinator for ARKTESOL.  She is an instructor in the Intensive English Program at the University 

of Central Arkansas in Conway and a die-hard fan of the Twilight series. 
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2010 ARKTESOL Conference Registration  
 

 

Date: 

October 28, 2010 

 

Conference Site: 

Holiday Inn Northwest Arkansas 

1500 South 48th Street 

Springdale, AR  

(479) 751-8300 

www.hispringdale.com 

 

Registration & Payment: 

Please read all instructions carefully before 

registering for the 2010 ARKTESOL Conference.  

Any questions about registration may be addressed 

to Judy Hobson, jahobson96@gmail.com or Leslie 

Moore, lerumo@cox.net .  ARKTESOL accepts 

checks and purchase orders for pre-registration.  

On-site registration requires immediate payment in 

cash or by check.  Pre-registration is preferred. 

 

Pre-registration deadline: October 1, 2010 

 

Register by mail:  Send your form with check 

(payable to ARKTESOL) or PO # to 

Judy Hobson 

2245 Cheyenne Trail 

Springdale, AR 72762 

 

Fees: 

ARKTESOL Member  $70 

Non-member  $95 

 

Membership year is Sept 1 ς Aug 31.  If your 

membership expires August 31, 2010 you must 

renew in order to receive the member rate. 

 

ARKTESOL Membership:  $15 

To qualify for the member fee, participants whose 

membership is not current may join ARKTESOL or 

renew membership upon registration.  Please 

indicate membership on the attached registration 

form and include payment of dues. 

 

 

Cancellations & Refunds: 

 

Cancellations and requests for refunds must be 

received, in writing, by October 1, 2010.  Refund 

requests received after the October 1, 2010 

deadline will not be honored.  Requests for 

cancellations or refunds should be sent to:   Judy 

Hobson 

          2245 Cheyenne Trail 

          Springdale, AR 72762 

          jahobson96@gmail.com 

 

 

Hotel Accommodations: 

 

A block of rooms (50) is available at Holiday Inn 

Northwest Arkansas.  Contact the hotel to make 

reservations.  The rooms at conference rate will be 

available until September 22.  When reserving a 

room indicate it is for ARKTESOL 2010 in order to 

receive the conference rate. 

  

Room                               $Single Rate 

Double                                           $89 

King Leisure                                  $89 

King Executive                              $99 

King Suite                                    $109 
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2010 ARKTESOL Conference Registration Form 

 

 

Last name____________________________________  First name__________________________________ 

 

Mailing address is:        home     office 

 

School or Institution_______________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City _______________________________________________________State_______ZIP_______________ 

Home phone/cell(__________)___________________________Work(______)_______________________ 

Email __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tell us about yourself 

Are you a member of ARKTESOL?    Yes     No   Renewing/Joining today 

Are you a member of TESOL?   Yes     No 

Are you a new teacher?(2 yrs or less)   Yes     No 

 

 

Position  

(check all that apply) 

o Full time 

o Part time 

o Student 

o Retired 

o Classroom teacher 

o Administrator/Supervisor 

o Counselor 

o Consultant 

o Professor

 

Institution/Instructional Level 

(check all that apply) 

o Pre-K 

o Elementary 

o Middle School 

o Secondary 

o 2-yr college 

o 4-yr college 

o IEP 

o Adult Ed 

o Business/corporation

 

Primary area of practice 

(check only one) 

o ESL Instructor 

o ESL Instructor with some 

mainstream instruction 

o Mainstream with some ESL 

instruction 

o Mainstream instructor 

o Program 

Administrator/supervisor 

o Supervisor/instructor

 

Registration and Dues:  

 

Member registration  $70         Renew/join   $15     Already renewed/joined 

Nonmember registration $95 

 

Payment total: $_______________       Check       Purchase Order #_________________________ 
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